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Introduction 
A simple painless commercial ancestral Y chromosome DNA test will potentially provide one with the names of 
many hundreds of individuals with whom one shares a common male ancestor. But what often perplexes 
people is how one can match many individuals with different surnames? The answer is quite simple. Roughly 
1,000 years ago one's direct medieval male ancestor, the first for example to call himself 'Woods' was living in 
close proximity to others with whom he was related, but who assumed other surnames. In the 1,000 years 
since paternally inherited surnames were first adopted there will be many descendants of those individuals 
some of whom will today undergo commercial ancestral Y-DNA testing. Hence the surnames of one's medieval 
ancestor's neighbours will be revealed in today's Y-DNA test results. 

The subject of this study is based on such a Y-DNA test from the individual Dr. Ingemar Woods, and the 
objective is to match his Y-DNA with others in the IrishOrigenes database. 

Part I: The Woods Surname 
Woods is a common surname associated with Great Britain (click here) and Ireland (click here). However, in 
Ireland Wood can be of multiple origins; Norman (post 1169AD), Plantation origin (post 1600AD) but it may 
also in some instances be an anglicised form of Gaelic McEnhill, McIlhoyle, Kilmet (which are pretty much 
extinct in Ireland) but also Quill, Quilty, Kielty, Kielt and McElhill. Wood in Gaelic is Coillte (Coil che). 

Since Ireland remained an agrarian society until relatively recently it means 2 things; first, surnames arose in 
an agrarian society and secondly farmers in Ireland in early census data could still be found farming the lands 
where their ancestor lived when he first inherited his surname (or where one's ancestors first settled in Ireland; 
in the case of Norman and Planters). In addition placenames and historical monuments reveal a wealth of 
information about the people who lived there and one can explore placenames and historical monuments to 
see if there are any associated with the Woods surname. As a rule, the longer a surname has been associated 
with a location, the better the chances that one will find placenames and historical monuments (like 
towerhouses and castles) associated with that surname in that location. 

An examination of the location of Catholic farmers (which are pre-Plantation and hence either Norman or Gael) 
named Woods reveals that they are not scattered uniformly but are found concentrated in specific locations, 
see attached Woods farmers Ireland image. That map reveals 7 distinct groups of (Norman/Gael) Woods 
farmers in Ireland. But which are of Gaelic origin, and which are Norman origin? Well, by overlay mapping the 
farmer locations on a map of permanent Norman settlement (reconstructed based on castle locations and each 
castles associated Clan/Family click here) one can see that there are 3 groups of Woods (red arrows attached 
Woods in Norman Ireland image) that lie on/close to areas of permanent Norman settlement. The remaining 
4 groups are deep in Gaelic Ulster and bordering Connacht and are most likely anglicised McElhill and Kielty, 
see attached Woods farmers plus Gaelic surnames image. In addition, I have attached an image showing 
the location of Protestant (Planter post 1600AD) Woods farmers, see attached Woods Plantation Ireland 

http://gbnames.publicprofiler.org/Map.aspx?name=WOODS&year=1881&altyear=1998&country=GB&type=name
http://www.irishorigenes.com/woods
http://www.irishorigenes.com/irish-castle-locations
http://www.irishorigenes.com/irish-castle-locations


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Townland

